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Introduction/Abstract  
William Binzen created singular images to accompany his Desert Siteworks project from 1992-1994. Desert 

Siteworks was a summer solstice celebration held annually before Burning Man. Materials include color 

photographs and backstories to each one, video, and printed ephemera. 

 

 

Biographical Note: William Binzen 
William Binzen received his MFA from the San Francisco Art Institute, and has produced a variety of portfolios 

using 8 x 10, medium format and 35mm film; Polaroid, digital and plastic cameras. William lives in the Marin 

hills of northern California, where he divides his time between photography and creating layered musical 

compositions based on improvisation. 

 

 

Scope and Content 
Binzen, along with John Law and Kevin Evans from the San Francisco Cacophony Society, convinced Burning 

Man co-founder Larry Harvey to move his event to the Black Rock playa in 1990 when Harvey and company 

were barred from using Baker Beach in the city for the gathering. Binzen knew that local ceramicist John 

Bogard and friends played giant croquet during the summer using pickup trucks as mallets, and believed that 

Harvey could bring the sculpture out to the desert to burn without being bothered by law enforcement. Binzen 

was also instrumental in later helping to make art a major focus of Burning Man, bringing his architectonic 

sculpture, "Desert House," to the playa in 1992, where it served as the predecessor of the Central Camp. 

 

Binzen created singular medium-format, double exposure images of his Desert Siteworks project from 1992-

1994. His intent was to make magical realist images that communicated a deeper reality about the feeling and 

spirit of the event. Desert Siteworks was a summer solstice celebration held annually before Burning Man. The 

event was performance and installation-based, its 15-20 participants engaging in ritual role-playing, meditative 

exercises, and group art projects. This was an early iteration of the “intentional community,” which became a 

basic tenet of Burning Man. 

 

Materials include color photographs from the Desert Siteworks series, which include backstories to each one, 

video, and printed ephemera. 

 

 

Dates 
1989 – 2016 

 

 

Quantity / Extent 
. 5 cubic feet 

 

 

Language  
English  
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Arrangement 
William Binzen: Desert Siteworks is organized into eight folders chronologically. 
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Container Listing: 

 

CAE1503: Folders 1-8, 1990 – 2016  

 

CAE Box 101 
1 Artist Information and Outreach Activities, 1994 – 2016  

2 Concept Development and Realization, 1989 – 1994 

3 Cyberstills, 1991  

4 Desert Siteworks at Black Rock Springs, 1992, 1992  

5 Desert Siteworks at Trego Hot Springs, 1993, 1993 – 1994  

6 Desert Siteworks at Bordello Hot Springs, 1994, 1994 

7 Desert Siteworks Future Development, ongoing 1995 

8 Articles & Press, 2001 – 2014  

 

CAE1503: Additional Materials 
 

CAE Flat File F2: Oversized Items  
2#1a Print: Desert Siteworks: Schematic of Theory and Constructs 

2#2a Photograph: Midway of Fun, October 1994 

4#1a Photograph: Desert House at Black Rock Springs 1992 – 1st Architectonic Sculpture on the 

Black Rock Desert, 1992 

4#2a Photograph: Rhapsody of the Bohemes, Black Rock Springs (S.F. Cacophony) – 1992, 

“Preparing the Ground #1” – 1st Thematic Photo Event, 1992 

4#3a Photograph: Black Rock Spring with Water Sprites (sunset + night), 1992 (work print entitled: 

Black Rock Springs with Water Sprites + John Law’s neon installation) 

4#4a Photograph: Desert House at Burning Man, 1992 – Predecessor of Center Camp, 1992 

4#5a Photograph: Desert House at Burning Man (late afternoon + night), 1992 

5#1a Photograph: Desert Siteworks Reconnoiter – ‘Playacita Alta’, 1993  

5#2a Photograph: Mapping the Black Rock with Two Lines Made by Desert Navigation Locaters 

(late afternoon) – Trego, 1993 (work print entitled: Desert Navigation Locaters – Optically 

Parallel Lines Forming Vestigial House Glyph, Trego, 1993), 1993 

5#3a Photograph: Trego: Survey Line of Desert Navigation Locaters – Sighting to Bordello Springs 

(Copse of Trees – 4 Miles Distant), Trego, 1993 (work print entitled: Line of Desert Navigation 

Locations at Trego Pointing Toward Bordello Springs (Frogpond) 4 miles away – 1993), 1993 

5#4a Photograph: LightStruck – Two Lines Drawn in ‘Corrected Perspective’ – Left Line Points 18 

miles to the Black Rock, Right Line Points to Desert Siteworks Camp, 1993 

5#5a Photograph: Truss Bridge, Ditch Serpent and Camera Tent at Dusk – Trego, 1993 

5#6a Photograph: Trego: Desert Yurt, Ritual Pavilion, Truss Bridge – Trego, 1993, (work print 

entitled: Desert Yurt, Temple + Truss Bridge, Mid-day on Summer Solstice, Trego-1993), 1993 

5#7a Photograph: Fire For Lighting the Lingam Carried Aloft by Man in a Skirt (work print entitled: 

Siren Suzanne Sitting in for the Sun – Trego Bridge, 1993, Fire For Lighting the Lingam 

Carried Aloft by Man in Skirt), 1993 

5#8a Photograph: First Lingham Fire – Trego, 1993 c/o Pepe Ozan, RIP 

5#9a Photograph: On Becoming a Shadow, Trego, 1993 

5#10a Photograph: Ditch Serpent and Full Moon – Desert Trance + Altered States – Trego, 1993 

5#11a Photograph: Temple Projections with Train Lights – Trego, 1993 
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5#12a Photograph: Desert Yurt at Trego – Center Camp – with Paradox Pollack, 1993 

5#13a Photograph: Birthing Wisdom at Trego Hot Ditch: – Ritual/Performance Lasting 48 

Continuous Hours (early morning on Summer Solstice) – 1993, (work print entitled: Birth 

Canal, Trego, Early am – 48 hour Continuous Improvisation Based on a Human Life Span – 

1993), 1993 

5#14a Photograph: Maturity – 48-Hour Ritual Performance – Woodhenge, Trego, 1993 (work print 

entitled: Performance at Woodhenge, Transcontinental RR Line - S. Solstice, 1993, Adult's 

Ephiphany w/ witness in Ceremonial Chair - dusk + night - Trego), 1993 

5#15a Photograph: Infancy and Childhood at Three Desert Settlers Camps, Trego 1993 (work print 

entitled: Desert Passion Play – 48-Hour Human Lifespan Performance, Infancy and Childhood 

at Three Desert Settlers Camps), 1993 

5#16a Photograph: Waiting for the News – Death Comes – Trego, 1993 

5#17a Photograph: Suicide-Six, Trego, 1993 

5#18a Photograph: Storytelling Leap of Light-Fire, Trego, 1993 

5#19a Photograph: Ritual Pavilion, Shot Through with Light; Shamanic Drumming, Spirits Now Come 

– Take Flight (sunset + night) – Trego, 1993 (work print entitled: Shot Through with Light – 

Summer Solstice Sunset + Night – Trego 1993, Ritual Pavilion (Temple), Shamanic 

Drumming- Spirits Tahoe Flight) 

5#20a Photograph: Summer Solstice Sunset: Human Alignment – Trego, 1993, (work print entitled: 

Summer Solstice Sunset Human Alignment – Trego, 1993, In the Moments Before Sunset – 

Each Person Standing on the Whole Group’s Shadow), 1993 

5#21a Photograph: Wedding at Trego Hot Ditch – Todd & Sandra – ‘Dusk to Musk’, Trego, 1994 

6#1a Photograph: Rocking Kabbalah: Reconnoiter at Soldiers Meadows, 1994 

6#2a Photograph: Celtic Endless Knot (late afternoon) – Bordello Springs, 1994 

6#3a  Photograph: Celtic Endless Knot (night + day) – Bordello Springs (Frogpond), 1994 (work print 

entitled: Celtic Endless Knot through Night & Day – Bordello Springs (Frogpond), 1994) 

6#4a Photograph: Desert Yurt in Forever Twilight –1st Habitable Black Rock ‘Wikiup’ – Bordello 

Springs, (late afternoon + midnight), 1994 

6#5a Photograph: The Library at Bordello Springs (night + dawn), Bordello Springs, 1994, (work 

print entitled: Bordello Springs Dressing + Library and Lounge – 1994 – Day + Night), 1994 

6#6a Photograph: Tableau as the Lovers Card form the Tarot, Bordello Springs (day + night) – 

Bordello Springs, 1994, (work print entitled: Bordello Springs (Frogpond) – Duet with 

Projection – 1994 Day + Night – Tableau as the Lovers Card form the Tarot), 1994 

6#7a Photograph: Preparing to Move the Station Points – Bordello Springs, 1994 

6#8a Photograph: Snuffy the Huffalupagus, Middle of the Night, 1994 

6#9a Photograph: Frogpond Frolic – Bordello Springs, 1994 

6#10a Photograph: Procession from Bordello Springs to the Kabbalah Field – Bordello Springs, 1994 

(work print entitled: Procession, Kabbalah oasis pool – Bordello Springs), 1994 

6#11a Photograph: Kabbalah Field – Bordello Springs (Frog Pond), 1994  

6#12a Photograph: Figures in a Landscape – Afternoon of the Kabbalah – Bordello Springs, 1994 

(work print entitled: Bordello Pool, Kabbalah Afternoon), 1994 

6#13a Photograph: Firefly Flash Pops in the Kabbalah Field – Bordello Springs, 1994 

6#14a Photograph: Bordello Pool with Lady in Red2 – Bordello Springs, 1994 

6#15a Photograph: Bacchanal in Perpetual Twilight – Bordello Springs, 1994 

6#16a Photograph: “Lucifer’s Anvil” Golf Course on the Playa – Bordello Springs, 1994 (work print 

entitled: Golf Course at Playa’s Edge – ‘Lucifer’s Anvil’) 

6#17a Photograph: Epilogue with Couch Puppies, 1994 (work print entitled: Couch Puppies – Frog 

Pond) 
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CAE Flat File F5: Oversized Items  
5#22 Photocopy of Trego Hot Ditch camp layout, Desert Siteworks “Preparing the Ground”, 1993 

5#23 Photocopy of technical drawing of Truss Bridge and Tower Pavilion, Trego Springs, 1993 

 

CAE S-Box 20 
2#3 Photocopy of Conceptual Drawing for unbuilt sculpture entitled “Youthful Folly” (an I-Ching 

hexagram) representing four pillars of American culture with clothespin, gun, crutch, and 

hypodermic needle, 1992  

2#4 Photocopy of drawing for “Desert Yurt” section through truss, ca. 1993  

8#1  DESERT ART: Burning Man art spreads from dust to downtown, Our Nevada Arts & 

Entertainment, 2014 

 


