
    
  

 

 

   

 
 

 

 

MEDIA CONTACT: 

Amanda Horn, Director of Communications, Nevada Museum of Art 

(o) 775.398.7228 / (m) 775.636.2567 / amanda.horn@nevadaart.org 

 

Bettina Prentice, Founder and Creative Director, Prentice Cultural Communications LLC on behalf of Art Production Fund 

(o) 212.228.4048 / bettina@prenticeart.com 

 

‘SEVEN MAGIC MOUNTAINS,’ BY UGO RONDINONE, ENLISTS NEVADANS TO BRING MASSIVE PUBLIC 

ART INSTALLATION TO THE DESERT 

 

Art Production Fund, New York, and the Nevada Museum of Art, Reno co-present Seven Magic Mountains, a 

large-scale public artwork using locally-sourced boulders and contractors, for a two-year installation in the 

desert outside of Las Vegas. 
 

Reno, Nev. (July 9, 2015) – Art Production Fund and the Nevada 

Museum of Art are pleased to present renowned Swiss artist Ugo 

Rondinone’s colorful large-scale, public artwork for a two-year 

exhibition in the desert outside of Las Vegas. Scheduled to open late 

2015 or early 2016, Seven Magic Mountains will feature seven 

twenty-five to thirty-foot high dayglow totems comprised of painted, 

locally-sourced boulders. The project has been nearly four years in 

the making and has included numerous Nevada partners. 

 

Visible across the desert landscape along Interstate 15, Seven Magic 

Mountains will offer a creative critique of the simulacra of 

destinations like Las Vegas. According to Rondinone, the location is 

physically and symbolically mid-way between the natural and the 

artificial: the natural is expressed by the mountain ranges, desert, 

and Jean Dry Lake backdrop, and the artificial is expressed by the 

highway and the constant flow of traffic between Los Angeles and 

Las Vegas. 

 

“Seven Magic Mountains elicits continuities and solidarities between 

human nature, artificial and natural, then and now,” Rondinone said. 
Artist rendering by Ugo Rondinone.  

 

Rondinone has worked with Las Vegas Paving Corp. to source limestone boulders to construct the totems. Each 

of the boulders has been carefully selected by the artist according to size and shape. For Las Vegas Paving Corp., 

excavating massive boulders has been a deviation from “business as usual.” Typically, rock material sourced 

from the company’s quarries are crushed and used to build roads, highways, bridges and other large-scale 

industrial infrastructure. This is the first time the company has been enlisted to work on a public art project. 
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“It has been a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for me and my team to be part of such a monumental project,” said 

Ryan Mendenhall, division manager at Las Vegas Paving Corp. “Helping Seven Magic Mountains come to fruition 

has been a source of pride for the company.”   

 

Las Vegas Paving Corp. has been contracted to source the boulders, and to assist the artist with fabrication and 

installation. The company will also construct a graveled parking area adjacent to the exhibition site. At the 

conclusion of the project, Las Vegas Paving Corp. will remove all traces of the installation and parking area, 

returning the desert to its previous condition. 

 

MGM Resorts International championed Seven Magic Mountains from the beginning, signing its AAA Five 

Diamond property ARIA Resort & Casino on as exclusive hospitality sponsor in 2013. James J. Murren, Chairman 

and CEO of MGM Resorts International, immediately recognized the project’s implications for promoting 

awareness of both the visual arts and the natural and cultural heritage of the region.  

 

“The site Rondinone chose for Seven Magic Mountains is integral to the history of land art in the American 

West,” said Murren. “This rich historical and cultural context underlines the importance of educational and 

experiential activities for residents and visitors alike, and that is something ARIA is proud to support.” 

 

Upon conclusion of the two-year exhibition, MGM Resorts International will retain one of the totems for 

permanent display in The Park, the company’s new entertainment district that will lead to the world-class new 

arena being built on the Las Vegas Strip. Murren says it will be a welcome addition to MGM’s renowned art 

collection. 

 

The Nevada-based law firm of McDonald Carano Wilson, LLP has contributed significant in-kind legal services, 

providing guidance to the producers in navigating the complex regulatory framework for the project, and 

representing the producers in the development of the various agreements with the principal parties involved with 

the production. The firm has also encouraged political support from key Nevada legislators. Las Vegas-based 

Fairchild Consulting Group serves as project manager and is the primary interface with the Bureau of Land 

Management Las Vegas Field Office and Clark County. The applications, permits, environmental reports, and 

safety measures associated with the installation of a major artwork on public lands are extensive and critically 

important to the project’s success. 

 

The Seven Magic Mountains Las Vegas Committee is comprised of community leaders and arts advocates 

Denise Cashman, Robin Greenspun, Michele Quinn, Nicole Ruvo and Tarissa Tiberti. In addition to the Committee 

and ARIA Resort & Casino, local financial support has come from Diana Bennett, Katie O’Neill and Chris Gonya. 

The Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority and TravelNevada are official marketing partners. 

 

The Nevada Museum of Art and Art Production Fund are developing education and interpretation materials for 

schools, on-site smartphone tours, lectures, and other public programs for the community that will place Seven 

Magic Mountains within the larger context of artworks created on public lands in the Western United States. 

 

David B. Walker, Nevada Museum of Art executive director and CEO, believes that education and public 

programming provide a fundamental link to understanding monumental artworks created by renowned artists of 

our time.  
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“Seven Magic Mountains provides a rare opportunity to enhance arts education for students in Clark County 

schools, and throughout our State,” Walker said. “It will also encourage meaningful engagement with public art 

and public lands for the many people who will visit the exhibition. The dialogue that will be generated by Seven 

Magic Mountains should be a catalyst for a healthy conversation about the future of the visual arts in Las 

Vegas.” 

 

Art Production Fund co-founders Yvonne Force Villareal and Doreen Remen say multi-site programming coupled 

with the significance of Rondinone’s work underscores the benefit of public art to communities.  

 

“Art Production Fund seeks projects that reach wide audiences and remove the barriers to participate in 

contemporary art,” said Villareal and Remen. "Ugo’s Seven Magic Mountains is a great example of how art can 

engage with the public, and enrich the cultural fabric of the Las Vegas community.” 

 

Seven Magic Mountains is produced by the Art Production Fund, New York and Nevada Museum of Art, Reno. It 

is scheduled to open by early 2016. Approximately 10 miles south of the intersection of Las Vegas Boulevard 

and St. Rose Parkway in Henderson, the installation site is a short distance from Jean Dry Lake where Michael 

Heizer and Jean Tinquely created legendary land art works in the 1960s. Many of the project’s public programs 

will take place at ARIA Resort & Casino, and our partner locations in Nevada, including the Marjorie Barrick 

Museum on the campus of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

 

#### 

 

Ugo Rondinone 

Born in 1964 in Brunnen, Switzerland, New York based Ugo Rondinone is a mixed-media artist whose works explore themes of fantasy and desire. 

Rondinone's work is included in the following collections: The Museum of Modern Art, New York, the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco 

and the Institute of Contemporary Art, Boston, among others. 

 

Art Production Fund (APF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to commissioning and producing ambitious public art projects, reaching new 

audiences and expanding awareness through contemporary art. www.artproductionfund.org 

 

The Nevada Museum of Art is a museum of ideas. The only accredited art museum in the state of Nevada, it is a private, non-profit organization supported 

by the generosity of its membership as well as by sponsorships and grants. Through creative programming and scholarship, the Museum provides the 

opportunity for people to encounter, engage and enjoy a diversity of art experiences. www.nevadaart.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


