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David B. Walker 
Executive Director | CEO

2012 marked significant refinement to the Museum’s 
strategic collecting activities. Recognizing that we are not 
an encyclopedic museum, rather a museum of note, we 
further focused our collections as the following five areas: 
The Altered Landscape photography collection; Art of the 
Greater West; Contemporary Art collection; Work Ethic in 
American Art; and Center for Art + Environment Archives. 

Collecting art of our time was underscored by  
the hiring of JoAnne Northrup as Director of  
Contemporary Art Initiatives. Further, $540,000  
was raised in 2012 toward our goal to establish a  
$1 million Contemporary Art Acquisitions Fund.

Expanding our founding Sierra Nevada/Great Basin 
collection to the new and more comprehensive Art of 
the Greater West collection attempts to acknowledge 
our relationship to an area that stretches from Alaska to 
Patagonia, and from Australia to the western edge of the 
Rocky Mountains. Themes such as land use, extraction of 
natural resources, native peoples, and beauty are unifying 
ingredients of shared histories within this larger context.

One of the year’s signature exhibitions was Edward Burtynsky:OIL, a 
series of 54 large-scale photographic works that examine one of the most 
important natural resources of our time. The images dramatically chronicle 
the production, distribution and use of this critical fuel. I am happy to report 
that the Museum has acquired this extraordinary set of photographs to be 
added to our growing Altered Landscape collection. These works will join 
other Burtynsky works from previous series already in the collection.

During the summer, the Museum’s Center for Art + Environment 
launched a two-year project by Geoff Manaugh and Nicola Twilley called 
Venue. Described as “an event platform, mobile interview studio and 
forward-operating landscape research base,” Venue travels through 2013 
to cities, parks, labs, offices, farms, wildlife corridors and malls across 
the continent to “paint” a portrait of a vibrant and innovative America. 
This unique project will culminate at the Museum with an exhibition 
during the 2014 Art + Environment Conference. The Venue archive will 

Director’s Message

Members at the launch of Venue
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be acquired by the Center for Art + Environment and made available 
for public access. A very special thanks to the Western States Arts 
Federation (WESTAF) for underwriting this important project.

Building community and deepening engagement with diverse audiences 
was achieved on multiple fronts, and perhaps most evident on the second 
Saturday of each month. Free admission on Second Saturdays thanks 
to the Nightingale Family Foundation combined with our hands/ON! 
Family program activated the Museum each month with a varied mix of 
cultural programming and studio art experiences designed for families. 
Attendance regularly topped 1,000 visitors on Second Saturdays.

With new leadership in place, the E. L. Cord Museum School has 
dramatically increased course offerings, including classes and workshops 
created for teens and young adults wishing to build portfolios to apply 
to national art and design colleges. This is a service to our community 
that Museum School Director Claire Munoz believes is critically 
important. As a long-time partner and administrator of the national 
Scholastic Art Awards program, hundreds of talented middle and 
high school students are recognized each year at an awards ceremony 
at the Museum and exhibition at the nearby Holland Project gallery. 
We are honored to have the opportunity to work with these special 
students, their parents, and art teachers to help identity next steps 
in their journey toward a fulfilling life in the applied and fine arts.

The Museum was extremely active with public programming 
that featured renowned artists, designers, architects, composers, 
scientists, anthropologists, scholars and activists who provided 
interdisciplinary perspectives to the more than 30 exhibitions 
we present each year in the galleries. The Nevada Museum 

Public programing included a live performance by DJ Spooky

of Art is truly a lifelong learning institution and continued to 
maintain its role as Northern Nevada’s vital “public square.”

As always, the Museum’s strongest asset continues to be the depth and 
reliability of our membership support, and the contributions of our 
donors and corporate sponsors. The Museum is deeply grateful to the 
many people and organizations that worked in partnership with us in 
2012 to deliver the highest quality programming to our regional and 
international audiences. I look forward to seeing you at the Museum!
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Following on the heels of an incredibly 
aggressive exhibition and publication 
programming agenda in 2011, the Curatorial 
Department strategically decided to 
refocus its efforts on the restructuring of its 
permanent collections and the development 
of its contemporary art initiatives. 

The most significant development was the hiring 
of JoAnne Northrup as the Museum’s Director 
of Contemporary Art Initiatives in January 2012. In this role, 
Northrup began to originate future contemporary exhibitions 
and new scholarship with an emphasis on art that broadly 
intersects with natural, built, and virtual environments. 
She will also guide strategic contemporary acquisitions 
and sources of support for contemporary collections. 

After the Museum’s exhibitions received heightened national and 
international attention in 2011, exhibition priorities shifted slightly 
in 2012 to focus more on the general interest of the Museum’s 
regional audiences. Feature exhibitions included Out of the 
Forest: Art Nouveau Lamps, In Company with Angels: 
Seven Rediscovered Tiffany Window, and Tiffany & Co. 
Arms from the Robert M. Lee Collection. Together these 
exhibitions highlighted exquisite stained glass lamps and windows 
made by Louis Comfort Tiffany and Tiffany Studios, alongside 
fine firearms produced by Tiffany & Co. Arthur and Lucia 
Mathews: Highlights of the California Decorative 
Style featured paintings and decorative items made by Arthur and 

Lucia Mathews who are widely acknowledged as two of California’s most 
prolific artists working in what is widely known as the California Decorative 
Style during the early twentieth century. The Light Circus: Art of 
Nevada Neon Signs presented vintage neon signs from the personal 
collection of Will Durham that once graced some of Nevada’s most iconic 
restaurants, casinos, hotels, and business establishments. Southwest 
Pottery: Anasazi to Zuni featured the personal collection of Brenda 
and John Blom that included over 100 pieces of Southwestern pottery 
produced by some of the most active pottery-producing Native American 
tribal groups in the Southwest region of Utah, Colorado, Arizona, and 
New Mexico. The exhibition Richard Ross: Juvenile-in-Justice 
brought new awareness to a social issue impacting towns and communities 
across America—juvenile incarceration. Ross’ searing images encouraged 
conversations about this pressing contemporary issue. Finally, the 
exhibition The Way We Live: American Indian Art of the Great 
Basin brought together new work made by 25 artists working in our 
region. This multi-year project reflects the Museum’s commitment to 
facilitating the creation of new work by artists in our own community. 

Vreeland lamps from of the Forest: Art Nouveau Lamps, In Company with Angels: Seven 
Rediscovered Tiffany Window, and Tiffany & Co. Arms from the Robert M. Lee Collection

Exhibitions and Collections
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At the same time, the Museum originated number of exhibitions 
highlighting the work of national and international contemporary 
artists whose creative output reflects their creative interactions 
with natural, built, and virtual environments. Among the 
highlights were: Gail Wight: Hydraphilia, Rebeca 
Méndez: At Any Given Moment, Hoor Al Qasimi: Off 
Road, Anne Lindberg: Modal Lines, Jorinde Voigt: 
Systematic Notations, Gregory Euclide: Nature 
Out There, and Bovey Lee: Undercurrents. 

The Curatorial 
Department’s primary 
focus in 2012 was the 
restructuring of the 
Museum’s permanent 
collection categories. The 
permanent collection, 
which consists of more 
than 2,000 works of 19th 
through 21st century 
art, is divided into four 
focus areas that are 
unified by an overarching 
focus on natural, built 

and virtual environments. This thematic, rather than historical or 
stylistic specialization is a natural outgrowth of the institution’s 
collecting practices over the years and offers varied perspectives 
on the ways in which humans interact with the environments. 

Richard Ross: Juvenile-in-Justice

The Museum’s rapidly expanding Contemporary Collection is devoted 
primarily to work by national and international artists and includes works 
in a variety of media. The Altered Landscape: Carol Franc Buck Collection, 
the museum’s largest focus collection featuring contemporary landscape 
photographs. The E.L. Wiegand Collection was founded with a generous gift 
to support acquisitions around the theme of the work ethic in American art. 
The largest change to the collection organization was the transformation 
of the Sierra Nevada/Great Basin Collection to the Art of the Greater West 
Collection. Art of the Greater West broadens conventional definitions 
of the West by expanding the scope of the collection’s geographic 
emphasis to encompass a region generally bounded from Alaska to 
Patagonia and from Australia to the United States Intermountain West. 

While this collection’s roots are grounded in the Sierra Nevada/Great 
Basin region, new acquisitions aim to make connections between 
the diverse cultures and artistic practices of this super-region.

In 2012, the Museum acquired 14 objects for its permanent collection and 
also continued the deaccessioning process. The Collections Committee 
approved the deaccession of 44 items and began to seek appropriate 
venues for public sale of these items that would begin in 2013.

Anne Linderg: Modal Lines
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FACES: cHUCK cLOSE AND cONTEMPORARY pORTRAITURE
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Jenny Holzer
INFLAMMATORY ESSAYS 2 – English
Text date 1979-1982
mini LED sign
4 x 5 x 1 ½ inches
Collection of the Nevada Museum of Art, 
Anonymous gift

Chris Jordan
CF000668, from the series Midway: 
Message from the Gyre
2009
ultrachrome inkjet print on aluminum
27 x 32 inches 
Collection of the Nevada Museum of Art, 
Gift of the artist

Chris Jordan
CF000719, from the series Midway: 
Message from the Gyre
2009
ultrachrome inkjet print on aluminum
27 x 32 inches 
Collection of the Nevada Museum of Art, 
Gift of the artist

Chris Jordan
CF000700, from the series Midway: 
Message from the Gyre
2009
ultrachrome inkjet print on aluminum
27 x 32 inches 
Collection of the Nevada Museum of Art, 
Gift of the artist

Anne Lindberg
motion drawing 25
2012
graphite and colored pencil on mat board
35 x 29 inches
Collection of the Nevada Museum of Art, 
Gift of the Artist

The Living, David Benjamin 
and Soo-in Yang
Gray Rush
2011
5 photos, 1 tube, 50 test strips
photos: 20 x 16 inches each
tube: 40 x 4 inches
Collection of the Nevada Museum of Art, 
Gift of the Artists

Smout Allen, Mark Smout 
and Laura Allen 
Surface Tension Installation  
Interaction Plan
2011
graphite and colored pencil on paper
30 x 21 ¾ inches
Collection of the Nevada Museum of Art, 
Gift of the Artists

Helen and Newton Harrison
8 Yuba Mappings:  
A Disagreement in All Cases
2012
digitally enhanced mapping on heavy 
banner vinyl photography, ink and hand 
in Tuscan pencil with acrylic fixative
98 ½ x 78 inches
Collection of the Nevada Museum of 
Art, Purchased with funds from the Elke 
Hoppe Youth Advancement Trust

Tim Hawkinson
Totem
2007
bronze fountain
12 x 1 x 5 feet
Collection of the Nevada Museum of Art, 
Purchased with funds provided by VIA 
(Volunteers in Art), The City of Reno and 
Martha Durney 

Rosemary Laing, Jim

2012 ACQUISTIONS
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Rosemary Laing
Jim
2010
C-type, edition 2/8
43 ⅜ x 93 ⅝ inches
Collection of the Nevada Museum of Art, 
The Altered Landscape, Carol Franc Buck 
Collection

Dunbar Dyson Beck
Shadow Boxing, The Fighter Builds Skill
not dated
oil on canvas
30 x 40 inches
Collection of the Nevada Museum of Art, 
Purchased with funds provided by the 
E.L. Wiegand Foundation

Jamey Stillings 
Upstream View
2009
archival pigment print
31x 44 inches
Collection of the Nevada Museum of Art, 
The Altered Landscape, purchased with 
funds provided by Dorothy Lemelson

Jamey Stillings
Arch to Arizona
2011
archival pigment print
31 x 44 inches
Collection of the Nevada Museum of Art, 
The Altered Landscape, purchased with 
funds provided by Dorothy Lemelson

Jamey Stillings
Arizona Pylon View
2009
archival pigment print
31 x 44 inches
Collection of the Nevada Museum of Art, 
The Altered Landscape, purchased with 
funds provided by Dorothy Lemelson

Grandma Moses
Watering the Horses
1949
tempera on masonite
20 x 24 inches
Collection of the Nevada Museum of Art, 
Purchased with funds provided by the 
E.L. Wiegand Foundation Dunbar Dyson Beck, Shadow Boxing, The Fighter Builds Skill.



Nevada museum of art | 2012 ANNUAL REPORT 9

The Center for Art + Environment continued to expand 
its Archive Collections, acquiring two dozen new 
archives and processing eighteen during 2012. Major 
acquisitions included The Book of the Lagoons by 
Helen and Newton Harrison and a large archive from 
Los Angeles community-based artist Kim Abeles. 
Smaller project archives processed included materials 

Center for art + Enviroment

from American photographers Kim Stringfellow, Mark 
Klett, and Stuart Klipper, French photographer Jean de 
Pomereu, British sculptor Stuart Ian Frost, and the British 
architectural firm Smout Allen. Ephemera purchased for 
the Archive Collections were augmented by exhibition 
announcements from the first Earthworks exhibition, early 
Robert Smithson shows, and other Land Arts events. 

Helen and Newton Harrison, The Book of the Lagoons
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The Research Library acquired 300 new books and rare items.  
The most notable additions were in the Special Collections area, in 
particular catalogs from exhibitions by the Boyle Family, Christo, 
Walter De Maria, Michael Heizer, Richard Long and Alan Sonfist.

Center exhibitions were mounted in several locations. The CA+E 
Gallery presented The Canary Project: Landscapes of 
Climate Change, Paul D.Miller aka DJ Spooky: Ice Music, 
and Kim Abeles: From Studio to Street. Exhibitions in the 
Research Library included Helen and Newton Harrison: 
The Book of the Lagoons, Jean-Pierre Bonfort: 
Travelling , Ciel Bergman: Sea of Clouds What Can I 
Do and Andrew Rogers: Contemporary Geoglyphs.

The Small Works Gallery presented This is Not a Trojan Horse: A 
Project by Amy Franceschini and Michael Taussig , as well 
as jean-Pierre Bonfort: Travelling. As an adjunct exhibition 
to the Library’s annual book sale, For Your Eyes Only was a small 
collection of artists’ books from the Special Collections at the University 
of Nevada Knowledge Center installed in the Theatre Lobby Gallery.

The Center commissioned the building of a new book display area in the 
front of the Library in order to display The Book of Lagoons and books 
from the founding collection of Charles Cutts. Because of increased 
scholar demand, a matching two-person desk was installed at the same 
time. Scholars working in the library included visitors from New York, 
Connecticut, Australia, and New Zealand. The Center also hosted several 
classes from the California College of Art, the University of Nevada 
Reno, Pasadena’s Art Center College, and the Unknown Fields Division 
from London’s Architecture Association/School of Architecture.

CA+E staff also gave presentations about the Center’s work to 
several groups, ranging from the University of Nevada Reno to the 
University of Tasmania in Hobart, and published essays in publications 
appearing in New York, Melbourne, Barcelona, and Berkeley.

Installation of Kim Abeles: From Studio to Street
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S.O.S. (Save Outdoor Sculpture)

Records of the State of Nevada participation 
in national program documenting outdoor 
sculpture, 1992-2000
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art + 
Environment Archive Collections. Gift of 
Nevada Arts Council.

Jean de Pomereu: Antarctic 
Photographs

Photographs, publications,  
Master’s thesis
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art + 
Environment Archive Collections.Gift of 
Jean de Pomereau.

Mark Klett and William L. Fox: 
The Half Life of History

5-year photography and text project at 
 CLUI Wendover on Enola Gay and  
|airbase, 2000-2011
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art + 
Environment Archive Collections. Gift of 
Mark Klett and William L. Fox.

Stuart Klipper: The Antarctic: 
From the Circle to the Pole

Photographs in the Antarctic from 1987-
2000; work prints and related materials  
from the book of the same title.
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art + 
Environment Archive Collections.
Gift of Stuart Klipper.

Dennis Parks: 
International Ceramics

Travel records, journals, maps, 
and photo documentation of Parks’ 
travels in Europe, Asia, South America, 
and Australia.
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art + 
Environment Archive Collections. Gift of 
Dennis Parks.

Kim Stringfellow: Greeting 
from the Salton Sea 

Photography, installation, and book 
project about  the lake, 2002-2006
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art + 
Environment Archive Collections. Gift of 
Kim Stringfellow.

Stuart Ian Frost: Outdoor 
Sculpture Projects 

Ephemera relating to works and 
exhibitions, 1986-2011
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art + 
Environment Archive Collections.Gift of 
Stuart Frost.

Cedra Wood: Land Arts and 
Riverland Biosphere in Australia

Journal from University of New Mexico/
Australia National University exchange 
program, June 2011
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art 
+ Environment Archive Collections 
Purchased with Museum funds.

Kim Abeles

Community-based art projects  
in Los Angeles
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art + 
Environment Archive Collections. Gift of 
Kim Abeles.

2012 ARCHIVE ACQUISTIONS

Cedra Wood:, Land Arts and Riverland Biosphere in Australia
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David Rosenthal: Paintings of the 
North and South Polar Regions

Journals, watercolor sketches, oil studies 
from southern and northern polar 
landscapes
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art + 
Environment Archive Collections. Gift of 
David Rosenthal.

Fred N. Sigman, Bottomlands: 
Photographs of the Las 
Vegas Wash Portfolio

Fred Sigman photographic portfolio and 
limited edition book 
 of the Las Vegas Wash project, 2008
Collection of Nevada Museum of Art, 
Center for Art + Environment, Gift of 
Arthur H. Wolf and Holly M. Chaffee

Smout Allen: 2011 Projects 
for Landscape Futures

Materials compiled by the architects 
into an artist book documenting projects 
culminating in the Museum exhibition of 
Landscape Futures
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art + 
Environment Archive Collections. Gift of 
the Mark Smout and Laura Allen.

Ulrike Arnold: Meteorite Paintings
Journals, press materials, paintings
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art + 
Environment Archive Collections. Gift of 
Ulrike Arnild

Ciel Bergman: Sea of Clouds 
What Can I Do
1987 installation at UCSB based on 
marine plastic trash that led to invention 
of new paving material
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art + 
Environment Archive Collections. Gift of 
Ciel Bergman.

David Rosenthal, Paintings of the North and South Polar Regions

Helen Lessick: House of Summer
Documentation of installation and 
photography projects throughout  
the U.S, 1999-2009, culminating in the House 
for Summer project
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art + 
Environment Archive Collections.Gift of 
Helen Lessick.

871 Fine Arts: Land Arts Ephemera	

Exhibition announcements, catalogs, and 
correspondence relating to Christo, Marcel 
Duchamp, Helen and Newton Harrison, 
David Ireland, Walter De Maria, Michael 
Heizer, Richard Long, Dennis Oppenheim, 
Charles Ross, Robert Smithson, Earthworks, 
Virginia Dwan
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art 
+ Environment  Archive Collections. 
Purchased with Museum funds.

Helen and Newton Harrison: The 
Book of the Lagoons	

Limited edition artist book
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art + 
Environment Archive Collections.  
Purchased with funds from the  
Elke Hoppe Youth Advancement Trust.

Buster Simpson: Public Projects

Aluminum weathervane, catalogs, 
correspondence
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art + 
Environment Archive Collections. Gift of 
David Abel.

Judy Natal: Future Perfect

Photographs of technologized landscapes 
of theLas Vegas Desert Springs Preserve, 
the research lab Biosphere 2, and Iceland’s 
geothermal landscapes, 2007-2010
Nevada Museum of Art, Center for Art + 
Environment Archive Collections. Gift of 
Judy Natal.
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Through a wide variety of programming, the Education 
Department creates opportunities and experiences 
through which the Museum’s audiences are introduced to 
the art and artists presented in the galleries—extending, 
deepening, and enhancing the understanding, knowledge, 
and appreciation of art 
already shared by our 
members and the public. 

Popular public programs 
interpreting art included special 
exhibition lectures by art 
historian Martin Eidelberg on 
Clara Driscoll and the Tiffany 
Girls, renowned photographers 
Edward Burtynsky and Richard 
Ross, and anthropologist Robert 
Layton. A special appearance by 
the internationally recognized 
writer Mark Kurlansky, made 
possible by collaborations 
with the University of Nevada 
Reynolds School of Journalism and Nevada Humanities, explored 
themes of food, culture, and writing. Lasting partnerships were 
deepened with the Black Rock Design Institute, the Nevada 
Rock Art Foundation, and the Black Rock Arts Foundation.

The Museum’s perennially popular Art Bite program continued 
to engage, inspire, and teach new and returning audiences 

Edward Burtynsky

about art in the Museum, and the contexts in which it was created. 
Art Bite presentations of particular note included those by Altered 
Landscape Collection photographer Todd Hido; artists Gregory 
Euclide, Gail Wight, Bovey Lee, and Edward Morris. Amanda 
Burden and Nicholle Alumbaugh made interesting presentations 
about the art of food and its local renaissance in Reno. 

New partnerships were forged—and new audiences built through—
collaborations with community organizations such as the National Judicial 
College and the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges 
through a panel discussion addressing the photographs of Richard Ross. 
Nationally renowned speakers Betsy Bowers from the Smithsonian Early 
Enrichment Center and Lella Gandini from the North American Reggio 
Emilia Alliance headlined the Education Department’s fall symposium 
“More Than a Playground: Early Learning in Museums and Beyond.” 

While continuing to offer diverse and wide-ranging art and design 
courses and experiences to the community, the E.L. Cord Museum School 
experienced significant change in 2012. Claire Muñoz, formerly the 
Nell J. Redfield School Services Manager, was promoted to the Director 
of the School, and she began implementing new policies, classes, and 
faculty experiences immediately. Highlights of the Museum School’s 
diverse offerings in 2012 included the artist workshops lead by Gregory 
Euclide, Rebeca Mendez, and Bovey Lee. In 2012, the E.L. Cord Museum 
School served 1035 students in 160 courses. These numbers represent a 
significant increase in both the number of courses offered and the number 
of students served in 2011. Architect, contemporary artist and designer 
Gordon Magnin joined the core faculty of the School, as did ceramicist 
Casey Clark. The Museum School continued to offer a blend of traditional 
media courses and design courses for students of all ages and skill levels. 

EDUCATION
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The Museum provided stimulating and engaging gallery-based 
educational experiences for more than 6,245 students in the School 
Tours Program in 2012, representing 272 classes and 241 teachers. 
Important growth this year occurred in reaching students in 
schools located in the Museum’s neighborhood, for which school 
tours are possible without transportation. Supported by generous 
sponsorship from the William G. McGowan Charitable Trust, 
the Education Department also offered numerous professional 
development opportunities for area teachers, including educational 
premieres specifically for area teachers called Educator Evenings 
and an in-service workshop for area art teachers. For the thirteenth 
consecutive year, US Bank sponsored The Scholastic Art Awards 
at the Museum. Highlighting the Scholastic exhibition season were 
1,323 submissions, 565 regional award winners, and four national 
award winners. The Museum continues to offer community and 

youth-based programming 
designed for visitors of all 
ages. In 2012 the Museum 
partnered with the Holland 
Project to present Teen 
Art Night, a 3-Minute Film 
Competition, Forage: A 
Roaming Gallery, Indie 
Rock Night and the 4x4x48 
Music Video Challenge. 

The Museum partnered 
once again with the 

Holland Project and Hug High School to present “The Stanger 
Show” a mentor program partnering 20 local artists with 20 

students from Hug High School and enjoy working sessions and free 
Museum access over a month-long period with their mentor. The artists/
student team created original artworks for a finale exhibition at the 
Holland Project. The opening was attended by over 200 people.

In 2012, the hands/ON! on Second Saturdays program transitioned 
to a new “open house” style format. With longer hours, added staff 
and added activities and performance, the program was able to serve 
8,777 individuals. This free, family-focused monthly program features 
community collaborations, exhibition themed programming and 
culturally based projects and performances. This year hands/ON! 
reached diverse audiences through culturally themed programming 
around the Latin American celebration of Carnival, the Mexican holiday 
DÍa de los Muertos, and a special presentation of Rhythms of the 
Great Basin, highlighting our region’s Native heritage. The Museum’s 
Art Afternoon: Workshop and Social for Seniors continued to receive 
support from the Leonette Foundation. This program provides a docent-
guided tour of the Museum’s featured exhibitions and a monthly art 
project designed for seniors ages 60 and up of all skill levels.
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The three Tiffany-themed feature exhibitions that 
launched 2012, Out of the Forest: Art Nouveau Lamps, 
In Company with Angels: Seven Rediscovered Tiffany 
Windows, and Tiffany & Co. Arms from the Robert M. 
Lee Collection, secured wide-spread awareness and 
coverage for the Museum. Local advertising agency 
R&R Partners worked with the Museum to develop a 
creative campaign encompassing all three shows that 
appeared across the greater Reno, Sparks, Carson City 
and Lake Tahoe region through print, online, and radio. 
The exhibition earned local media coverage in Reno 
Magazine, the Reno Gazette Journal and edible Reno-
Tahoe magazine, and national coverage through the Wall 
Street Journal’s Real Clear Arts blog, AntiquesandtheArts.
com, ArtDaily.org, and ArtKnowledgeNews.com. 
Specialty magazines including AmmoLand and UK-based 
Shooting Gazette both mentioned the arms exhibition.

As the sole west coast location for Edward Burtynsky: OIL , 
the Museum developed a targeted campaign that appeared the 
Sacramento, San Francisco, and Bay Area regions including the San 
Francisco Chronicle, SF Weekly, the San Jose Mercury News and Art 
Ltd. magazine. Media sponsorship, advertising, and a social media 
campaign was secured through online arts magazine ArtPractical.
com targeting California audiences. News coverage appeared in 

the Reno Gazette Journal, Reno News & Review, and ArtDaily.org. An 
interview with online arts magazine DailyServing.com was picked up by 
the HuffingtonPost.com and online magazine Beautiful/Decay.com.

2012 marked the launch of Venue during the Members’ Premiere of Oil. 
Venue collaborators Geoff Manaugh and Nicola Twilley interviewed 
Edward Burtynsky resulting in coverage of the Museum, the exhibition, 
and the launch of Venue in a number of national online magazines 
including Atlantic.com and WIRED.com. In the summer, the Museum 
gained further national coverage resulting from an Associated Press story 
on Juvenile-In-Justice: Photographs by Richard Ross.  

COMMUNCIATIONs AND MARKETING

Edward Burtynsky interviewed by Geoff Manaugh and Nicola Twilley of Venue
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The story appeared in over 200 print and online outlets including 
the New York Times, the Washington Post, and HuffingtonPost.com.

The Museum worked with local advertising agency The Glenn Group 
to create a comprehensive advertising and marketing campaign 
for the fall exhibition the Light Circus: Art of Nevada 
Neon Signs. The campaign included print and online ads in local 
publications, billboards, promotional banners at the Reno-Tahoe 
Airport and RSCVA Visitors’ Center, and a social media campaign, 
which included a photo-collection initiative via Instagram. The 
campaign earned the Museum several gold and silver awards for 
creative direction and design at the 2012 AAF Reno ADDYs. The 
exhibition earned media coverage in a number of local and regional 
outlets including the Reno Gazette Journal, the Reno News & Review, 
TravelNevada.com, Architectmagazine.com, and the Sacramento Bee.
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The 2012 exhibition season at the Nevada Museum 
of Art received overwhelming support from our local 
donors and museum patrons. Our feature exhibitions, 
Celebrating the Art of the Tiffany Era, 
Edward Burtynski: Oil and The Light Circus 
Art of Nevada Neon were enjoyed by over 80,000 
visitors and positively contributed to the vitality of our 
region. Lead and major sponsors include The Bretzlaff 
Foundation, Carol Franc Buck Foundation, Earl and Wanda 
Casazza, Casazza S.L.V., E.L Cord Foundation, George 
and Irene Drews, I. Heidi Loeb Hegerich, IGT, Wayne L. 
Prim Foundation and the Phil and Jennifer Satre Family 
Fund of the Community Foundation of Western Nevada. 

A remarkable gift of property, Martin and Nancy Cohen donated 
their Montreux home to the Museum. Proceeds from the sale were 
invested in the Museum’s endowment as well as strategic priorities 
and capital improvements. This extraordinary gesture proved to be 
the largest gift of 2012 and one of the most significant donations in 
the Museum’s history. We are also pleased to report that the Donald 
W. Reynolds Foundation, who provided the majority of funding to 
build our Museum facility, made a surprise $1 million donation in 
support of ongoing exhibition programs. This generous grant from 
the Foundation is a vote of confidence that we have responsibly 
adhered to our mission since the building opened in 2003 presenting 
dynamic and world-class programming. The Museum trustees and 

staff extend deeply felt appreciation to Martin and Nancy Cohen, and to 
Fred W. Smith and all the trustees of the Donald W. Reynolds Foundation.

"Simply put, the Nevada Museum of 

Art is well run, and has the broadest 

appeal and outreach of the area's 

cultural organizations. We gifted our 

home to the Museum knowing that the 

resources this provides will help to 

ensure that that the Museum remains 

vital for generations to come."  

– Martin and Nancy Cohen

ADVANCEMENT

Foundations, corporations, individuals and government entities 
also gave generously, awarding more than 70 grants worth 
more than $1.5 million dollars. The Charles N. Mathewson 
Foundation, as well as the Nell J. Redfield Foundation, Odyssey 
Foundation, and Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation continued 
their commitments to fund critical staff positions in the education 
department, school tours, and art conservation for the Museum’s 
permanent collection. The Museum was also awarded generous 
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interview studio and whose mission is to capture the latest ideas set 
forth by our nation’s leading innovators, thinkers and trendsetters. 

The outreach and education programs of the Nevada Museum of Art also 
enjoyed robust support. The Museums popular hands/ON! program was 
merged with Second Saturdays are Free thanks to the Nightingale Family 
Foundation and was renamed hands/ON! on Second Saturday. This new 
format enabled the Museum to increase the number of families who enjoyed 
intergenerational art experiences, Museum tours, storytelling and live 
performances. In 2012, over 
8,000 participants enjoyed 
hands/ON on Second Saturday 
thanks to the generosity of 
the Charles N. Mathewson 
Foundation CLAT #5, Terry 
Lee Wells Foundation, 
Leonette Foundation, Sato 
Foundation, City of Reno Arts 
and Culture Commission, 
Art4More, Western Nevada 
Supply Company and 
the Nightingale Family 
Foundation, who continued 
to underwrite free admission 
on every Second Saturday. 

The E.L. Cord Foundation 
continued its generous 
sponsorship of the E.L. 
Cord Museum School, 
which provides high quality 

Children’s Storytelling with Kathleen Durham in the Altered Landscape Gallery

grants from the City of Reno Arts and Culture Commission that 
were directed toward exhibitions, public programming and a 
purchase of public artwork. The National Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA) also awarded the Museum a grant to fund the acclaimed 
exhibition titled The Way We Live , a survey of the artwork 
created by the Native American Indians of the Great Basin.  
Lastly, Goldcorp USA underwrote the Museum’s traveling 
exhibition titled Explorer, Naturalist, Artist: John James Audubon 
and The Birds of America. This exhibition was shown in the rural 
areas of Nevada including Ely, Elko and Winnemucca in 2012.

The Center for Art + Environment continued to grow its national 
and international reputation and welcomed Los Angeles-
based Metabolic Studio as a new donor in 2012. Additional 
support was provided by the John Ben Snow Foundation. The 
Western States Arts Federation (WESTAF) granted a gift 
to support VENUE, a Center project involving a traveling 
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art classes to adults and children around northern Nevada. The 
Museum’s School Tour Program also enjoyed wide community 
support both from educators and funders. Including the Museum’s 
Free High School Admission Program, over 7,000 local students, 
from elementary to college age, were able to experience the Museum’s 
exhibitions and other educational programs through the School Tour 
Program. Donors to the School Tour Program/Free High School 
Admission in 2012 included The Elke Hoppe Youth Advancement 
Trust, Arthur and Mae Orvis Foundation, Sato Foundation, 
Odyssey Foundation, Roxie and Azad Joseph Foundation, IGT, 
Fairweather Foundation, Charles & Ruth Hopping Trust, Bank of 
America Foundation, Confidence Foundation, Charles H. Stout 
Foundation, Marie Crowley Foundation, Edgewood Companies, 

Robert & Dorothy Keyser Foundation, Teichert Foundation, John Shaw 
Field Foundation and Nevada Humanities. ArtBites, the Museum’s popular 
noon-time lecture series, was attended by over 900 Museum visitors 
and also enjoyed generous support from Nevada Humanities in 2012. 

Throughout the year, the Museum presented many special opportunities 
for Members to enjoy a deeper experience. Exclusive Director’s Circle 
events provided $10,000+ donors access to unique experiences with 
artists and scholars. Free curator tours to select Feature Gallery 
exhibitions were extended to Sierra Circle members ($1,000-plus). 
Premium donors were also invited to participate in special fundraising 
events, such as the Savor fundraising dinner. More than 150 friends and 
patrons attended the Savor 2012 summer gala at the home of Bill and 
Patty Sanford, raising over $500,000 for the Museum’s Contemporary 
Art Collections Acquisition Fund. Of special note was the $430,000 
pledge to this fund made by the Wilhelm and Elke Hoppe Family 
Trusts. The announcement was made at the gala by Hoppe Trusts 
trustee John Martz making the the event especially important and 
memorable. Our sincere appreciation is expressed for all those who 
invested in our exhibitions, collections and education programs.

Volunteers made an impact on Museum exhibitions, programs, events and 
operations by providing leadership and active contributions of over 9000 
hours. Volunteer services are valued at $22.14 per hour or approximately 
$200,000 for 2012. Volunteer services support the staffs of the A + E 
Research Library, Curatorial Department, Hospitality and Special Events, 
Museum School and Children’s Programs, Education Programs and 
the Gift Shop. The 31st Annual Arts & Flowers Luncheon, hosted by the 
Museum’s volunteers, Volunteers In Art (VIA) welcomed approximately 
470 attendees. The event, managed by members of the VIA Council, raised 
over $25,000 in support of volunteer programs and special projects.Savor 2012, an event to support the Contemporary Art Collections Acquistion Fund
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0 1 2 3 millions of dollars4 5 6 7

Investment Property    .       .       .       .       .         15,604
Postage & Delivery    .       .       .       .       .         20,913
COGS − Special Events    .       .       .       .          25,967
Sta­ Travel    .       .       .       .       .       .       .         28,473
Bank Fees and Interest Expense    .       .         44,852
Art − Care & Insurance    .       .       .       .         25,738
O�ce Expenses and Supplies    .       .         73,047
Art Trips and Host Expenses    .       .       .       104,013
COGS − Store    .       .       .       .       .       .       119,653
Benefits    .       .       .       .       .       .       .       .        173,292
Printing   .       .       .       .       .       .       .       .        105,308
Receptions    .       .       .       .       .       .       .        125,549
Shipping & Packaging    .       .       .       .        177,206
Artists, Lecturers, and Classes    .       .        104,220
Program & Exhibition Fees    .       .       .       .        60,209
Contract Labor    .       .       .       .       .       .        162,142
Advertising & Media    .       .       .       .       .        141,252
Facilities    .       .       .       .       .       .       .        513,666
Payroll − Admin & Fundraising    .       .       656,415
Payroll − Program Services & Events    .    1,117,680

E X P E N S E S    .       .       .       .       .       .    $ 3,795,199

Interest & Other Income    .       .       .       .               1,777
Catering/Restaurant Sales    .       .       .           15,487
Museum Rental    .       .       .       .       .       .         92,647
Investment Property Revenue    .       .         50,400
Government Grants    .       .       .       .       .         193,893 
Ticketed Events    .       .       .       .       .       .         25,489
Education    .       .       .       .       .       .       .       .       93,674
Endowment Income    .       .       .       .       .       200,063
Admission    .       .       .       .       .       .       .       107,272
Special Event Sales    .       .       .       .       .       211,226
Sierra Circle Membership    .       .       .        330,757
Corporate Contributions    .       .       .       .       327,468
Store & Library Book Sales    .       .       .       247,142
General Membership   .       .       .       .       .       333,330
Gifts    .       .       .       .       .       .       .       .        1,675,420
Foundations    .       .       .       .       .       .       .       .    955,931

I N C O M E    .       .       .       .       .       .       .    $ 4,861,976
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Janice Bertozzi
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David and Margaret J. Brant
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Steven and Lois Brown

Carol Franc Buck
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Caesars Entertainment

Linda and George Canavan

Earl and Wanda Casazza

Casazza SLV, LLC / Sunnye Stoehr, Letty 

Casazza, and Valli Casazza Hill

Georgine A. Casella

Bob and Nancy Cashell

Denise and Tim Cashman

Thomas Castle and Pamela Howard

Lynn Chapel and Keila Arnaud

Connie and Gary Christiansen

David and Sue Clark

Clark & Sullivan Constructors, Inc.

Nancy and Martin Cohen

David and Judy Collins

Brian and Vicki Colodny

FC Conrath and Brooke Walker

Judith and C. Patrick Costin

Stacey and Tim Crowley

Jackie Cox and Craig Cunningham

Crystal Family Foundation

Doloris Darden

Joan and Jim Davis

T.J. and Debbie Day

John and Andrea Deane

Lash F. and Gigi Dermody Turville Foundation

Craig Denney and Valerie Fridland

Mark and Maria Denzler

Rebecca Dickson and Nick Keenan

J. George and Irene L. Drews

Russell Dudley and Elizabeth Dear

Robert Dolan and Martha Hesse Dolan

Martha Durney

M. Kristine and Patrick Ellingsworth

Stuart and Susan Engs

William and Barbara Feltner

Fennell Family Fund of the Community 

Foundation of Western Nevada

Fenton Foundation / Irene Fenton

Arlene Feola and Paul Luksza

Donald G. Fisher

Laura and John Fisher

Randi and Bob Fisher

Nancy Flanigan

Lillian and Steve Frank

Elaine and John Frankovich
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2012 Major Donors ($1,000+)

Joan Gibb

John and Valerie Glenn

Jack and Bonnie Grellman

Charles and Marcia Growdon

David and Amanda Hald

Sherrie Hald

Edwin and Sally Hale

Annie and Wesley Hall, Sr.
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Richard and Toni Lowden
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Gary and Barbara Marsh
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Dick and Charlotte McConnell
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Lisa and Barry Mead
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Mark and Pat Miller

Walter and Mae Minato
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Morgan Stanley

Gary and Sher Muhonen

Maureen Mullarkey and Steve Miller

Robert and Jean Myles
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Doug and Brenda Nelson
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Amy Oppio and Jeff Erickson
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Jennifer and Jason Patterson

Mary Lou Paxton

Earl and Elma Payton

Susan and Bill Pereira

Cecile and Gordon Peters

Jim and Gail Pfrommer

Ken and Mary Catherine Pierson
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Margo Piscevich

Peter and Kate Pool

Marshall and Pat Postman

Bill and Karen Prezant

Wayne and Miriam Prim, Sr.

John and Sandra Raffealli

William Ramsey

James and Marilyn Rappaport

Elizabeth S. Ray

Ron and Nancy Remington

Mike and Shirley Ritter

Heidi Marie Rochlin

Darrell Rodriguez

Ian and Sari Rogoff

Jack and Nancy Rose

Dan and Maureen L. Rovig Fund
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Jan Rude

William and Patricia Sanford

Phil and Jennifer Satre Family Charitable 

Fund of the Community Foundation of 

Western Nevada

Steven and Jan Schiff

Deborah Schneider

Sally Searle

John E. Sells and Christine Scharff Sells

John and Beverlee Shields

Suzanne Abbott Silverman
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Michael and Karen Traynor
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David and Darby Walker

Cameron Warren and Su Kemper
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Jim and Karlene Webster Family Endowment 
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Steve and Beth Wells

The Wilhelm Hoppe Family Trust

Dick Wilson and Joyce Trombley

The Kinga and Linda Won Fund

John and Christine Worthington

Patricia M. Wright

Sam and Marilyn Young

Ronald and Mary Liz Zideck

Brad Bartlett Design

Beacon Trust Company

CSG Direct

Camelot Party Rental

Casazza SLV, LLC

Charlie Palmer Group

Charter Communications

Composition Café

Comstock Equine Hospital 

edible Reno-Tahoe Magazine

Eldorado Hotel & Casino

The Glenn Group

Grand Sierra Resort and Casino

Great Basin Brewing Company 

KUNR Radio

KTHX,The X, 100.1 fm 

Kohn Colodny LLP

David and Dawn Ligon

Greg and Marilyn Nitz

Orange Tree 

RGJ Media

Southern Wine and Spririts

Whispering Vine Wine Company

2012 Major In-Kind Support ($1,000+)
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Art4Moore

Bally Technologies

Bank of America
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Kathie Bartlett

Barrick Gold of North America
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Jennifer Patterson
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